American Association of Physics Teachers -Central Pennsylvania Section 

Announce the Fall 2010 PTRA workshop

Teaching Physics Using Amusement Parks


This workshop will be a sharing of methods and ideas for physics or physical science teachers of all experience levels.  It will focus on how we can use the excitement and draw of an Amusement Park to learn basic Physics concepts.  Measurement techniques vary from very simple using estimations of pace length, body size, etc. and stop watches to three dimension accelerameters to video analysis will be demonstrated.  There are multiple Parks that sponsor Physics days that are geographically in the section or resonably close by.  Some representative rides will be used for illustration purposes.  There will also be an engineering component with an application to learning physics.  Thinking about balancing thrill and safety in ride design as examples of practical physics is also a part.

Date:  Friday, November 19, 2010

Time:  8:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. (total of six hours)

Place: Penn State University Park Campus. 313 Osmond Lab (OSM), across from the Hetzel Union (HUB).

Parking is available for $1/hour at the HUB Parking Deck (HPD), just a short walk from Osmond Lab, or at the Nittany (NPD) and East (EAP) parking decks. For a campus map, visit http://www.campusmaps.psu.edu/

Cost:  $60 for each participant.   Please make check payable to:  AAPT/CPS.

Questions about the workshop can be directed to Dave McCachren (kmccachren@comcast.net) please include

PTRA in the subject line.

Alert:  Spring workshop is Friday, March 11, 2011 at Penn State Schuylkill Campus.  The topic will be Using Engineering to Teach Physics Concepts.  Ask for the date NOW.  This will be part of the Section Meeting.

Register by sending check and registration to:

Stephen Van Hook

Physics Department 

104 Davey Lab PMB 158

Penn State University

University Park, PA 1602

Or e-mail sjv11@psu.edu  with the information and PAY by check at the workshop.

Name:

School:

Address:

e-mail:

AAPT member  YES  NO

CPS member  YES   NO

